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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, one 
copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly 
considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record 
therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

^ 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of the 
U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

^ 2. The references were cited by or submitted to the Office in parent application No. 

09/764,448, filed January 19, 2001, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 
U.S.C. §120. Thus, copies of these references are not attached. 37 CFR §1. 98(d). 



Respectfully submitted, 




Darle M. Short 
Registration No. 29,213 



Scott M. Schulte 
Registration No, 44,325 

DMS:SMS/sxb 
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Rule 53(b) Continuation 
Application of U. S. Patent 
Application No. 09/764,448 
filed January 19, 2001 


APPLICANT(S) 
Thomas F. WILTON et al. 


FILING DATE 
July 18, 2003 





U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INITIAL 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



NAME 



CLASS 



SUB 
CLASS 



5,726,541 



3-1998 



GLENN et al. 



5,739,664 



4-1998 



DENG et al. 



5,512,022 



4-1996 



SUZUKI 



4,187,436 



2-1980 



ETIENNE 



5,915,488 



6-1999 



FLIEGE 



5,481,460 



1-1996 



MASAKIetal. 



5,629,586 



5-1997 



YASUDA etal. 



5,898,282 



4-1999 



DROZDZ et al. 



5,804,935 



9-1998 



RADEV 



10 



5,642,270 



6-1997 



GREEN etal. 



11 



5,650,713 



7-1997 



TAKEUCHI et al. 



12 



5,629,596 



5-1997 



IIJIMA et al. 



13 



5,878,830 



3-1999 



RUPPERTetal. 



14 



5,924,504 



7-1999 



RUPPERT, JR. et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUB 
CLASS 



15 



197 22 175 Al 



12-1997 



GERMANY 



16 



0 906 847 A2 



4-1999 



EUROPE 



17 



WO 94/07301 



3-1994 



WIPO 



WO 98/01941 



1-1998 



WIPO 



19 



0 496 059 Al 



7-1992 



EUROPE 



20 



0 925 988 A2 



6-1999 



EUROPE 



21 



0 177 770 Al 



4-1986 



EUROPE 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered, faclude copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: July 18, 2003 
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I UdlliUa 








5 


S 808 28? 


04/1999 


Y^re\'7f\'7 ill 
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6 242 871 


6/9001 

U/ Zl/U 1 


\Jl\j£AX£t CI al. 








7 






r/Vl\J\_rVk3 CI dl. 








Q 
o 


S SRQ 741 












9 


5 318 142 


/i 1Q04 


13 /\ J r^o Cl al. 








10 




7 10Q4 










11 


5,345,155 


9-1994 


MASAKI et al. 








12 


5,291,960 


3-1994 


BRANDENBURG et al. 








13 


5,924,395 


7-1999 


MORIYAetal. 








14 


5,993,169 


11-1999 


ADACHI et al. 








15 


6,026,921 


2-2000 


AOYAMAetal. 








16 


6,122,587 


9-2000 


TAKAHARA et al. 








17 


6,127,813 


10-2000 


TAMAGAWA 








18 


6,341,584 


01-2002 


ITOYAMA et al. 








19 


6,346,062 


2-2002 


SHIMABUKUROetal. 








20 


6,367,570 


4-2002 


LONG et al. 
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05-286368 A 


11-1993 


JAPAN 






EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: July 18. 2003 
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